at Durban on November 4th. Miss Roberts stated that there was lack of necessaries and comforts and an insufficient number of orderlies on board the " Sumatra " and two other transports. She averred that on the way to Cape Town from Natal the men on the " Sumatra" had only bread and tea, and that the doctor said he could order nothing else, as he was bound by red tape. She also complained that while she was on the " Assaye " she had to tear up her apron and dress for bandages, although there was plenty of dressing on board. The allegations of Nurse Roberts were to some extent corroborated by an orderly from the "Assaye," who admitted that there was friction between the nurses and doctors, but declared that there was plenty of food. The civil surgeon on the " Lismore Castle " denied the allegations of Nurse Roberts in toto, and stated that she was dismissed as incompetent. On the other hand, an orderly from the " Assaye " said that a testimonial was given to her, signed by about 75 per cent, of the patients on board, thanking her for her kindness to them.
According to Captain Holland, assistant naval transport officer, who fitted up the " Sumatra " before her voyage, and saw all the invalids taken on board, no complaint was made about any ship until Nurse Roberts gave her evidence. In the face of these conflicting statements, both nurses and the public will do well to refrain from forming a conclusion until the report of the Comm ission is published. It is really impossible to appraise the precise value of the evidence given by individual witnesses on the strength of the brief summaries cabled to London papers.
RED-TAPEISM AT EUSTON.
A nursing sister from South Africa, on presenting her warrant for a railway pass, was told by the officials at Euston Station that they did not intend to recognise it. "That is a matter," she rejoined, "that must be settled between the railway company and the War Office ; and " she added, " the sisters ranked as officers, and were provided with similar warrants." " No,"
retorted the officials, " we are not going to allow women to pass; warrants apply to officers, not to women." " Then," said the Sister in her natural indignation? while some eight clerks in the room dropped their pens to listen?" God help your poor brothers on the battlefield if the women refused to nurse them!" and she paid the full fare to Scotland.
WANTED-WASHING UTENSILS.
One of the things that ought to be altered, says a Nursing Sister fresh from South Africa, is the very inadequate supply of washing utensils. In a marquee holding eight patients there was one basin, and this had to do duty for everything ! Hospital, Sept. 29, 1900. former plague nurse, certificates of training are given after one year's work, if the nurses pay for them. " On the other hand, if they are unable to pay they have to go through a curriculum of three years' training." The name of the hospital should, however, have been ?ascertained by our Anglo-Indian contemporary, in order that it may enjoy the odium it deserves, and that certificates emanating from it may be subject to the scrutiny they need.
CALCUTTA GENERAL HOSPITAL.
A featuke of the new Presidency General Hospital ?at Calcutta will be the separate three-storied block -capable of accommodating forty-six nurses and two ?sisters. It is to be erected on the site selected by the Superintendent of the Hospital, and Inspector-General ?of Civil Hospitals, Bengal, sufficient space being wisely left at the end for the future additions, if necessary, -of another set of rooms. The building is to be provided with a flued floor 5 feet high, to keep the rooms ?of the ground floor dry. On the ground floor there will |be ten rooms, nine of which will be occupied by ?eighteen nurses, and one in the centre will contain the main staircase, a verandah being provided to the full length of the building in front. A separate block is intended for bath-rooms connected to the main building by a covered passage. The arrangements on the first and second floors are similar to those on the ground floor, except that four rooms on the first floor are to be .set apart as sitting-rooms and bed-rooms for two sisters in charge; two of these will have a verandah with bathrooms at the rear built on cast-iron columns. Besides the main stairs, which will lead to the roof, there will be spiral staircases at the back for the servants. A covered way to connect the new building with the existing nurses' home, to enable the nurses occupying the former to have access to the latter building for meals, &c., in all weathers, is a part of the scheme. PROMOTION There is a well-appointed chapel, seating a hundred people, i* which service takes place daily and twice on Sunday, the chaplain being resident in a house in the grounds. The ?Sisters' rooms, which are away from the wards, are tastefully fitted up. Another recent improvement is the installation of the electric light throughout the hospital, the same being generated on the premises. The grounds, which we walked through to the laundry, are singularly pleasant, and include tennis and croquet lawns. Ample accommodation is also provided for cycles. The laundry is fitted with powerful engines and modern machinery. 
